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WELCOME 
... to another edition of the Bob Cats Newsletter. It´s night time in the big 
city. Flames are reaching for the sky as the old dance hall is burning down. Three 
boys running thru the park in anoraks, smokestung lungs. Fire engines running down 
the empty streets. Ducks in a row. Sirens wailing. Outside a pub, on the pavement, 
young men with pints of bitters, smoking Lucky Strikes, looking up to the flashing 
skies. An old guy with a dachshound on a leash relieves himself in the shadows of the 
elms. Across the street five flights up, two women, one balcony each exchange 
worried looks and speculations. 
I sleep in the dark. 
I hear your voice. 
It´s Friday the 13th and the world has a change of clothes. 

THEME TIME RADIO HOUR 

 
THE 3RD SEASON OF THEME TIME RADIO HOUR 
This week´s theme in episode 20 is TRUTH & LIES !  
25 shows, season #1 and #2. 
Downloads: 
http://croz.fm/ 
http://www.croz.fm/pages/ttrh.html 
http://dylan-ttr-blindwilly.blogspot.com/ 
http://www.xmradio.com/bobdylan/index.xm

c 
http://nohablosolocamino.blogspot.com/ 
http://www.dreamtimepodcast.com/ 
http://www.expectingrain.com/discussions/vi
ewforum.php?f=11 
 



NEWS FLASH! 
Rumour says David Hidalgo will be be touring with Bob Dylan for his European 

Tour.  

That´s what rumour says. 
I say nothing. 
I am quiet. 
Rumour never is. 

 
THE BRAND NEW BOB "MEXICAN CAFÈ" CD 
http://www.mojo4music.com/blog/2009/03/new_dylan_album_our_first_list.html 

Beyond Here Lies Nothin' - A minor chord mid-tempo rocker. Like all the tracks 
and like Bob's last two albums, it's got a big, full, raucous, rocking sound, making the 
case that Jack Frost is indeed Bob Dylan's finest producer since the '60s and '70s. 
Likewise, his voice packs a punch; not the thin, reedy instrument that occasionally 
detracts during live sets. He's enunciating the lyrics with a fire and intensity we didn't 
hear on Modern Times. Hidalgo's soulful squeezebox is omnipresent here - and 
everywhere else. 

Life Is Hard - The song that possibly buzzed his muse and encouraged him to write 
the others. "I need strength to fight that world outside," and "I'm on my guard / 
Admitting life is hard / Without you baby" are lines that leapt out in a paean to the 
notion that two are better equipped to weather tragedy than one. A forlorn twinkling 
mandolin and mournful pedal steel accentuate the deep blue lyrics. 

My Wife's Hometown - Chicago blues has always been a huge influence on Dylan. 
From Bringing It All Back Home up through his most recent work, the ghosts of 
Chess Studios lurk inside the man from Minnesota. This one's reminiscent of Muddy 
Waters' I Love The Life I Live, I Live The Life I Love. Job loss is referenced (a topical 
theme, you may have heard), but Bob's black humour is in cheeky abundance: "I just 
want to say that hell's my wife's hometown" and "I'm pretty sure she'll make me kill 



someone," Bob sings and then laughs demonically at the end. Man, he's enjoying 
himself. 

Forgetful Heart - Lots of tunes in minor keys on this record, including this one. A 
neat banjo barely audible in the mix and one of The Master's best lines ever: "The 
door is closed for evermore / If indeed there ever was a door." 

Shake Shake Mama - More Chi-town chugga-lugga. Some artists retreat to servile 
reasonableness and bourgeois banality as they get older. Not Bob. He got Las Vegas 
out of his system at Budokan. "I'm motherless / I'm fatherless / Almost friendless 
too," he growls and you believe him. 

I Feel A Change Coming On - Like Spirit On the Water from Modern Times, this 
one possesses a blithe jaunt and gorgeous melody. As in all his recent work, there are 
intimations of mortality ("And the last part of the day is already gone") but there's a 
devil-may-care wistfulness and a frisky sexuality in both lyrics and phrasing. Best 
lines: "I'm listening to Billy Joe Shaver / I'm reading James Joyce / Some people they 
tell me / I've got the blood of the land in my voice." 

It's All Good - Propelled by a John Lee Hooker boogie rhythm with a stinging 
slide guitar, here's Dylan taking on man woes: social, political, personal. He itemizes 
crimes ranging from "politicians tellin' lies" to environmental illness ("a teacup of 
water is enough to drown"), urban degradation, murder and adultery and 
sarcastically and scathingly responds to each in the chorus with that hideous New 
Age cliché referenced in the title. More proof that Bob never really stopped writing 
"protest songs". 

Other song titles that I didn't hear but have been mentioned elsewhere include If You Ever Go 
To Houston and This Dream Of You. Yet what I heard offered ample proof of an artist 
steeped in the past but thoroughly living in the present, cognizant of everything, not afraid to 
point fingers or laugh at fools or fall in love. It's a powerful personal work by a man who still 
thinks for himself in an era of fear, conformity, and dehumanization. That it rocks mightily 
makes the message even more compelling. Whatever the hell it gets called, it'll be in the running 
for Best Album Of 2009. - Michael Simmons Mojo the Music Magazine 

 
OLD NEWS 
BOB DYLAN CONCERTS  
THE BERNS ESTABLISHMENT, STOCKHOLM - MARCH 22. Pre-opening night of 
spring tour of 2009. 
GLOBE ARENA STOCKHOLM - MARCH 23. Opening Night Spring Tour of 2009. 
KINNARPS ARENA JÖNKÖPING - MARCH 27.  
MALMÖ ARENA MALMÖ - MARCH 28. 



DRAWINGS 

 
DOWNLOADS 
RUNDOWN STUDIO REHEARSALS & more  
http://nevergetoutoftheboat.blogspot.com/2009/03/bob-dylan.html 
THE GASLIGHT TAPES 1-3 
http://zerogsound.blogspot.com/2009/03/bob-dylan-gaslight-tapes-new-york-
city.html 
LIVE FROM THE VAULTS 
http://dylannl.blogspot.com/ 
To Use Rapidshare: Click the link, scroll down and click the "Free" button. Wait 
between 60-120 seconds, enter the three-digit code into the box and click 
"Download". [macintosh user´s manual: press: alt + ctrl jointly; click title; choose 
`save link as`; make that choice and it will download on you] 

 
VIDEOS 
FOLSOM PRISON BLUES: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CkGHW1r0YEs 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iFTeW7g-gQo 
THE SOUND OF SILENCE w. Simon: http://www.videosift.com/video/Bob-Dylan-
Paul-Simon-Sound-Of-Silence 
POLITICAL WORLD: http://www.marublog.net/bob-dylan-political-world-2/ 
LEOPARD-SKIN PILL-BOX HAT (double 
feature): http://rockturtleneck.blogspot.com/2009/03/leopard-skin-pill-becks-
hat.html 
BORN IN TIME: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tD8EmRDH980 



PHOTO OPPORTUNITIES 

 

 



 

FLASHES FROM THE PAST 
Don't sing love songs; you'll wake my mother  
She's sleeping here, right by my side  
And in her right hand, a silver dagger  
She says that I can't be your bride.  
All men are false, says my mother  
They'll tell you wicked, lovin' lies  
The very next evening, they'll court another  
Leave you alone to pine and sigh.  
My daddy is a handsome devil  
He's got a chain five miles long  
And on every link a heart does dangle  
Of another maid he's loved and wronged.  
Go court another tender maiden  
And hope that she will be your wife  
For I've been warned and I've decided  
To sleep alone all of my life. 

GUEST ARTISTS 
THE GRATEFUL DEAD: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GfMyTNveCQc  

GOOD NIGHT 
The sun descending in the west, 
The evening star does shine; 
The birds are silent in their nest, 
And I must seek for mine. 
The moon, like a flower, 
In heaven's high bower, 
With silent delight 
Sits and smiles on the night. 
- William Blake, poet of night. 

 
The Bob Cats Newsletter is inspired by and dedicated to the Theme Time Radio Hour, its 
repercussions and the spirit in which it is made. If you do not wish to recieve this newsletter - let  the 
Bobcats Management know about that and it will deal with it without further ado. www.peterholst.se ./ 


