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March 20, 2009.  

 
WELCOME 
... to another edition of the Bob Cats Newsletter. It´s night time in the big city. A 
travelling salesman sits alone in the lobby of Eden Hotel. Outside a raging storm 
rattles his cocktail. He´s thinking about his home. He´s happy to be a live. Lightnings 
across the sky. Heavy downpour. The waitress undress in distress in the kitchen area 
as the cook hoses the tiles in silence. After blinding rays of sun, whipping hail and 
chilly winter winds it´s a velvet twelfth night of never as the stars of the Milky Way 
gives birth to summer nights and sunny days. The streets are wet with rain… we´re 
huddling in the doorway of the hotel waiting for an excuse to call a cab. Your hair is in 
a mess. Here it comes… the excuse. 

THEME TIME RADIO HOUR 

 
3rd season - episode 21 - this week´s theme - FAMILY CIRCLE !  
25 shows, season #1 and #2. 
Downloads: 
http://croz.fm/ 
www.croz.fm/pages/ttrh.html 
http://dylan-ttr-blindwilly.blogspot.com/ 
http://nohablosolocamino.blogspot.com/ 
 

 
www.xmradio.com/bobdylan/index.xmc 
www.dreamtimepodcast.com/ 
www.expectingrain.com/discussions/viewforu
m.php?f=11 
 



NEWS FLASH! 

 
NEW BOB ALBUM - "TOGETHER THROUGH LIFE" 

http://www.amazon.com/Together-Through-Life. The album will be released in 
three formats, Vinyl record, Single CD and a two-disc CD with bonus DVD.  

Here, Bob talks to Bill Flanagan: 
A lot of this album feels like a Chess record from the fifties. Did you have 
that sound in your head going in or did it come up as you played? 
Well some of the things do have that feel. It’s mostly in the way the instruments were 
played. 
You like that sound? 
Oh yeah, very much so. . . the old Chess records, the Sun records. . . I think that’s my 
favorite sound for a record. 
What do you like about that sound? 
I like the mood of those records - the intensity. The sound is uncluttered. There’s 
power and suspense. The whole vibration feels like it could be coming from inside 
your mind. It’s alive. It’s right there. Kind of sticks in your head like a toothache 
Do you think the Chess brothers knew what they were doing? 
Oh sure, how could they not? I don’t think they thought they were making history 
though. 
Did you ever meet Howlin’ Wolf? Muddy Waters? 
I saw Wolf perform a few times but never met him. Muddy I knew a little bit. 
I suspect that a lot of men will identify with MY WIFE’S HOME TOWN. 
Do you ever get in hot water with your in-laws over your songs? 
No not really. The only person it could matter to gets a kick out of it. That song is 
meant as a compliment anyhow. 
Do relatives come up to you at cookouts and ask when you’re going to 



write a song for THEM? 
Oh yeah, one of my uncles’ wives used to pester me all the time, “Bobby, when are 
you gonna write a song about me … put me on the radio?” It would make me 
uncomfortable. 
How would you get out of it? 
I’d say, "I already did Auntie. You’re just not listening to the right stations." 
Do you have a picture in your head of where these songs take place? 
Where is the guy in LIFE IS HARD standing when he sings that song? 
Well the movie’s kind of a road trip from Kansas City to New Orleans. The guy’s 
probably standing along the way somewhere. 
Movie? 
Yeah. 
Right, you mentioned something about that before. How did you get 
involved? 
The French director, Olivier Dahan, approached me about composing some songs for 
a film he was writing and directing. 
When was that? 
I can’t remember exactly, it was sometime last year. 
What did you find intriguing about that? You must get approached for 
movie songs all the time. 
I had seen one of his other movies, the one about the singer Edith Piaf, and I liked it. 
What’s this new one about? 
It’s kind of a journey. . . a journey of self discovery. . . takes place in the American 
South. 
Who’s in it? 
At the time we were talking I didn’t know who was going to be in it. I think Forest 
Whitaker and Renee Zellweger are in it now. 
And he wanted you to do the soundtrack? 
Yeah, pretty much. But he wasn’t too specific. The only thing he needed for sure was a 
ballad for the main character to sing towards the end of the movie. And that’s the 
song LIFE IS HARD. 
Were all the songs on this record written for the movie then? 
Well no, not really. We started off with LIFE IS HARD and then the record sort of 
took its own direction. 
The new record’s very different from Modern Times which was a number 
one hit. It seems like every time you have a big hit, the next time out you 
change things around. Why don’t you try to milk it a little bit? 
I think we milked it all we could on that last record and then some. We squeezed the 
cow dry. All the Modern Times songs were written and performed in the widest range 
possible so they had a little bit of everything. These new songs have more of a 
romantic edge. 
How so? 
These songs don’t need to cover the same ground. The songs on Modern Times songs 
brought my repertoire up to date, and the light was directed in a certain way. You 
have to have somebody in mind as an audience otherwise there’s no point. 
What do you mean by that? 
There didn’t seem to be any general consensus among my listeners. Some people 
preferred my first period songs. Some, the second. Some, the Christian period. Some, 
the post Colombian. Some, the Pre-Raphaelite. Some people prefer my songs from 
the nineties. I see that my audience now doesn’t particular care what period the songs 
are from. They feel style and substance in a more visceral way and let it go at that. 



Images don’t hang anybody up. Like if there’s an astrologer with a criminal record in 
one of my songs it’s not going to make anybody wonder if the human race is doomed. 
Images are taken at face value and it kind of freed me up. 
In what way? 
Well for instance, if there are shadows and flowers and swampy ledges in a 
composition, that’s what they are in their essence. There’s no mystification. That’s 
one way I can explain it. 
Like a locomotive, a pair of boots, a kiss or the rain? 
Right. All those things are what they are. Or pieces of what they are. It’s the way you 
move them around that makes it work. 

 
MORE 
http://www.therestisnoise.com/2009/03/new-dylan.html 
http://www.rollingstone.com/rockdaily/index.php/2009/03/17/fans-examine-
meaning-of-title-cover-of-bob-dylans-together-through-life 
http://www.fairfieldweekly.com/blogs/home.cfm?uid=80 
http://www.uncut.co.uk/blog/index.php?blog=5&p=1120&more=1&c=1&tb=1&pb=1 
http://ramone666.blogspot.com/2009/03/together-through-life.html 

ARTICLE 
http://www.chrisgregory.org/blog/ 

OLD NEWS 
BOB DYLAN CONCERTS  
THE BERNS CLUB, STOCKHOLM - MARCH 22. Pre-Opening Night of Spring Tour 
of 2009. 
GLOBE ARENA STOCKHOLM - MARCH 23. Opening Night Spring Tour of 2009. 
KINNARPS ARENA JÖNKÖPING - MARCH 27.  
MALMÖ ARENA MALMÖ - MARCH 28. 



DRAWINGS 

 
DOWNLOADS 
JOHNNY CASH AND BOB 
http://nohablosolocamino.blogspot.com/ 
RUNDOWN STUDIO REHEARSALS (and more) 
http://nevergetoutoftheboat.blogspot.com/2009/03/bob-dylan.html 
THE GASLIGHT TAPES 1-3 
http://zerogsound.blogspot.com/2009/03/bob-dylan-gaslight-tapes-new-york-city.html 
LIVE FROM THE VAULTS 
http://dylannl.blogspot.com/ 
To Use Rapidshare: Click the link, scroll down and click the "Free" button. Wait between 60-120 
seconds, enter the three-digit code into the box and click "Download". [macintosh user´s manual: 
press: alt + ctrl jointly; click title; choose `save link as`; make that choice and it will download on you] 

GUEST ARTIST 
RICHIE HAVENS: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JltNLkh03ME 



 
VIDEOS 
IN THE SUMMERTIME: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4Va2kUwdW4E 
DOWN ALONG THE COVE: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UFN0wB1qjEI 
SENOR (TALES OF YANKEE POWER): 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5p54zFNYszY 

PHOTO OPPORTUNITIES 
http://dylanstubs.com/pictures/index.html 

 
FLASHES FROM THE PAST 
Gypsy gal, you got me swallowed.  
I have fallen far beneath  
Your pearly eyes, so fast an' slashing,  
An' your flashing diamond teeth.  
The night is pitch black, come an' make my  
Pale face fit into place, ah, please!  
Let me know, babe, I got to know, babe,  
If it's you my lifelines trace. 



GOOD NIGHT 
The sun´s descending in the west and by fireflies and crickets "228 Chorus" from "Mexico City Blues": 

"Praised be man, he is existing in milk 

and living in lillies- 

And his violin music takes place in milk 

and creamy emptiness- 

Praised be the unfolded inside petal 

flesh of tend'rest thought- 

(petrels on the follying 

wave-valleys idly 

sing themselves asleep)- 

Praised be delusion, the ripple- 

Praised be the Holy Ocean of Eternity- 

Praised be I, writing, dead already & 

dead again- 

Dipped in ancid inkl 

the flamd 

of T i m 

the Anglo Oglo Saxon Maneuvers 

Of Old Poet-o's- 

Praised be wood, it is milk- 

Praised be Honey at the Source- 

Praised be the embrace of soft sleep 

-the valor of angels in valleys 

of hell on earth below- 

Praised be the Non ending- 

Praised be the lights of earth-man- 

Praised be the watchers- 

Praised be my fellow man 
For dwelling in milk" 

- Jack Kerouac 
- • - 

 
The Bob Cats Newsletter is inspired by and dedicated to the Theme Time Radio Hour, its 
repercussions and the spirit in which it is made. If you do not wish to recieve this newsletter - let  the 
Bobcats Management know about that and it will deal with it without further ado. www.peterholst.se ./ 


